
REID BOOKER LYFORD JR
July 6, 1921 - July 21, 2015

Reid B Lyford, a resident of Grass Valley, passed away peacefully on July 21,
2015 at Spring Hill Manor after a lengthy illness. He was 94. 

 

Reid was born July 6, 1921 to Reid B. and Lilly (Wagner) Lyford in Aberdeen,
South Dakota. Reid graduated from Iowa State University in 1943 with a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering and from the University of
Kansas in 1948 with a master’s degree in aeronautical engineering. He met
Betty Lo Parsons at KU and they were married on June 17, 1947. 

 

Reid was an assistant professor of aeronautical engineering at KU. He also
worked for North American Rockwell in Kansas City from 1943-1945 and in
Los Angeles beginning in 1950, where they raised five children. In 1973, Reid
transferred to the Rockwell Space Division in Downey. 

 

During his long aeronautical engineering career, Reid worked on many aircraft
design projects including the B-25, P-51, X-15, Saberliner, F-14, B-1, and the
Space Shuttle, to name a few. 

 

Reid was also the chief engineer on the separation mode design for the
Space Shuttle. 

 

In 1982, Reid retired and in 1985 they moved to Lake Wildwood in Penn



Valley. During retirement Reid and Betty enjoyed golf, bridge, travel, and
visiting family. 

 

Reid is survived by his wife; three sons, Gordon and wife Nancy of O’Brien,
Oregon, Keith and wife Cindy of Roseville, and Kirk and wife Lisa of Penn
Valley; two daughters, Beth and husband Bruce Christie of Claremont, and
Kathy of Los Angeles; brother Wayne and wife Dorothy of Brookings, South
Dakota; five granddaughters; one step-grandson; and one great-
granddaughter.



Tribute Wall
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CHAPEL OF THE ANGELS MORTUARY - July 29, 2015 at 02:53 PM

CHAPEL OF THE ANGELS MORTUARY lit a
candle in memory of REID BOOKER
LYFORD JR


